                 The 2000 Hobie-17/Hobie-18 Continental Championships
Hobie Division XII in conjunction with Hobie Fleet 143 has the privilege of hosting the Hobie 17/18 North American Continental Championships for the year 2000.  The combination of these two organizations with their history of running major successful Hobie regattas for over 25 years will to help make the H-17/18 Continentals a regatta worth ushering in the new millennium.

Regatta Site:

The Saint Johns University, NY eastern campus located on the Great South Bay along the southern coast of Long Island, NY provides all the necessary facilities to run a first class regatta.  The bay runs for about 30 miles along the southern coast of LI and is protected from the ocean by the low-lying barrier reef called Fire Island.  This reef protects the launching area from the ocean surf and is low enough to allow the ocean breezes to pass over it and give beach-launched boats the some very exciting racing conditions.  The University controls 700 feet of water front of which 300 feet is sandy beach, 20 feet wide and backed by another 30 feet of grass, for launching and beaching cats.  The other 500 feet is an enclosed water marina for mooring mark boats and possibly a committee boat (depending on draft).  Contestants will be the only occupants of the beach. There is a two-lane asphalt road directly to the beach with adequate space on either side of the road to set up and weigh the boats and store the trailers.  

The University campus was originally the estate of a turn of the century (1900's that is) millionaire.  It was converted to a military academy that added a parade ground, dormitories and a dining hall.  The grounds are all groomed lawns with well-maintained trees and shrubs.  There are adequate camping facilities in a wooded area just 400 feet from the race site.   The camping facilities also include an outdoor children’s playground.

The dorms are available at reasonable rates.  The dining hall provides good food at the most reasonable rates.  There are lounging areas indoors and out.  There are also spare rooms for registering, protests, computers and other equipment.

Hobie Division XII
Division XII is well known to the NAHCA for its aggressive pursuit of programs to enhance the 'Hobie way of life'.  They regard the Hobie 17/18 Continentals as an opportunity to showcase what their programs have achieved. They are working very closely with Fleet 143.  They have national and world-class skippers in

both the H-17 and H-18 classes.

Hobie Division XI
Division XI is as close to Long Island as Division XII and Hobie Fleet 143 has participated in many of their 

events.  Division XI has also come forward with volunteers and their H-17 and H-18 sailors are already asking for application forms and room reservations.  Their active H-17 fleet is one of the strongest in the country.

Date:
The dates selected are July 17 to 21, 2000.  Fleet 143 will run the continentals immediately after their annual Mid-Summer Classic open points regatta held at the same site on July 15 and 16.  The Mid-Summer Classic will act as a warm up for the main event. 

Proposed Schedule of Events:
Friday, July 14
15:00 - 21:00
Boat set-up & Registration for Mid-Summer Classic and Continentals and also H17/18 weigh-in

Saturday, July 15
   07:00 - 10:00

Boat set-up & Registration Mid-Summer Classic

   10:30


Skippers Meeting

   11:00


First Race

   17:00


Boat weigh-in

   18:00


Welcome Potluck St. Johns Dining Hall

Sunday, July 16
   08:00 - 10:30

Boat weigh-in & Registration for Continentals

   09:30


Skippers Meeting

   10:30 - 14:30

Racing

   14:30 - 18:00

Boat weigh-in & Registration for Continentals

   14:30 - 17:30

Warm-up racing for Continentals

   15:30


Trophy presentation for the Mid-Summer Classic

   18:00


Welcome Potluck St Johns Dining Hall

Monday, July 17
   08:00 - 09:00

Weigh-in & Registration Continentals

   10:00


Skippers meeting

   11:00 - 17:30

Racing

   18:30


Welcome Party St. Johns Dining Hall

Tuesday, July 18
   10:30


Skippers Meeting

   11:00 - 17:30

Racing

Wednesday, July 19
   10:30


Skippers Meeting

   11:00 - 17:30

Racing

   19:30


No host party at local restaurant

Thursday, July 20
   10:30


Skippers meeting

   11:00 - 17:30

Racing

Friday, July 21
   10:30


Skippers meeting

   11:00 - 15:00

Racing

   19:00


Awards Dinner on campus

Sailing Conditions:

The Great South Bay in July has excellent sailing conditions.  Past contestants at the Mid-Summer Classic say it has some of the best sailing conditions in the northeast.  On Sundays they frequently get in two extra races.  Ask top Hobie 16 shipper, Cliff McCarty who has sail there many times.  Six knots is a light wind day with 12 to 18 most common.  The bay runs east to west and winds fill in mostly from the south towards the afternoon and build for most of the day.  There are winds from the north, east and west as well that can also prove to be challenging.

There is no surf to speak of.

Weather:
The weather can get warm in July with temperatures reaching into the 90's during heat waves.  Under normal conditions it is steady in the low eighties.  Beach umbrellas are recommended. It seldom rains at this time of

year.

The Host City:
The university is located in the town of Oakdale. However, the host city will be Sayville.  The center of both towns is equidistant from the race site and there are a number of fine restaurants and activities in the area.

Within 45 minutes of the race site there are first class attractions such as: a water park, a children's game farm, two whaling museums, two restored 18th century settlements, Theodore Roosevelt’s home, etc., etc.  

Sail over to Fire Island and walk through the famous Sunken Forest to the Atlantic Ocean.  Enjoy miles of 200 foot deep pristine white sand beaches.  Or one can just enjoy the fine restaurants and shops. You can also take the ferry to Fire Island. There are 3 ferry lines to the Island located only 10 minutes from the regatta site.

Directions to the Regatta Site:

From the Long Island Expressway (Rte 495): Go east on the LIE to exit 59. Note the sign at exit 59 for

Oakdale. Turn right (south) onto Ocean Avenue and go 1.6 miles to Locust Avenue. Ocean Avenue is a

4 lane highway that changes to Lakeland Avenue before reaching Locust. Look for the Hobie marker

at Locust. Turn right at Locust Avenue and travel 4.0 miles to Montauk Highway. Turn right at Montauk

and go 0.1 of a mile. Look for the entrance to Saint John’s on the left hand side (south) of the road.

Accommodations:

Fleet 143 has arranged special Hobie Group rates with the local Holiday Inn which is ten minutes from the race site @ at $149.00 per night.  There are two Econo Lodges within twenty minutes of the site with rooms ranging from $65.00 per room to $103.00 per room, depending on the number of occupants.  The dormitory on site is $17.00 per night per person.  The dorm rooms are on the third floor, walk-up.  If you would like to

stay at the dorm please bring your own towels (linens are provided) and also consider bringing a fan.

The campus has a beautiful wooded camping area convenient to a field house with a swimming pool, locker 

rooms with hot and cold showers and toilets.  There is parking lot for vans and RV's as well as an area 

for tents at $12.00 per night.  There is also a children’s playground within the area.  The camping area is 400 feet from the beach.

Social Activities:

The dining hall is convenient to the dorms and camping grounds. It is an ideal place to congregate in the evenings.  It also has an area outside the where we can bring food and relax. There will be a points regatta party Saturday and Sunday nights, July 15 and 16. On Monday night, July 17, there will be a welcome

party for continental sailors and their guests hosted by Hobie Fleet 143. The Awards Dinner, July 21, will 

also be held at the University.

Event Co-chairmen:

Jim Matthews


Milt Dinhofer

Hobie Fleet 143


Hobie Fleet 143

e-mail coastcat@fnol.net 

e-mail mojeda@erols.com 

(631) 654-1441 Home

(631) 243-0249 Work/Home





(631) 243-0249 Fax (must call first to switch over)

